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Family filing fed suit vs. district in abduction

HE FAMILY ofthe little girl alleg-

edly abducted from Bryant Ele-

mentary School and raped last
wvear will file a federal civil-rights law-
suit against the School District of Phila-
delphia, the family's attorney said.

The complaint will be filed within
the next month, attorney Thomas
Kline said.

The girl. whowas a 5-year-old kin-
dergartner at the West Philadelphia
school whenthe alleged abduction
took place. was taken from her class-
room by awoman dressed in full Mus-
lim garb posing as her mother.

Police said the girl was takentoa
residence about two blocks from the
school and was sexually assaulted.

At 4:40 the nextmorning, a 2/ -year-
old sanitation worker named Melson
Mandela Myers found the girl half-
clothed and shivering inan Upper Dar-
by playground,

“We're convinced thiswas a break-
down, and a breakdown thatwent far

beyond ordinary negligence,” Kline
sald of the security at Bryant. “It's al-
ready been admitted by the school dis-
trict that they violated practices, poli-
cles and proce-
dures.”
ChristinaRe-
gusters, then 19,
whoworked at an
after-school pro-
gram that the girl at-
tended, was arrast-
ed. Sheis charged

with Kidnapping.

rape of achild, con-
spiracy, aggravat-
edassault and re-
lated charges.
Both her lawyer. W. Fred Harrison
Jr.. and Kline have contended that she
was not the sole alleged perpetrator.
Regusters is being held atthe

MNorthampton County Correctional Fa-
cility awaiting trial. ]

Regusters

— Solomon Leach
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Nelson Mandela Myers (center) found the abducted girl half-clothed and shivering in
an Upper Darby playground.




