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TOP PA VERDICTS OF 2012

RAMNK CASE MAME AMOUNT TYPE OF ACTION TYPE COURT MAME FPLAINTIFF ATTORMEYS DEFENSE ATTORMEYS DATE
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Worker/Workplace Negligence

Woman set on fire by downed powear line as
children watched

Verdict: (P 5103,000,000.00

Case Type: Hegligent Maintenance,
Waorker/Workplace Megligence - Megligent
Assembly or Installation, Worker/Workplace
Megligence - Megligent Training, Wrongiul
Death, Emoticnal Distress

Case: Michael Garetzka, individually and as
parent and natural guardian of minors Chloe
and Carlle Goretzka, and as administrator
of the Estate of Carrle Goretzka, deceased
and Jodnn Goretzka v, Allegheny Energy,
Inc,, &llegheny Power, West Penn Power
Company and First Energy Corporation, Mo,
GO-1-00%31%

Venue: Allegheny County Court of Commoan
Pleas, PA

Judge: Michaegl &, Della Vecchia
Date: 12-06-2012

Plainkiff{s) Attarney:

= Kila B. Baldwin; Kline & specter, P.C.; Phila-
delphia, PA, for Michael Goretzka, Estate
of Carrie Goretzrka, JoAnn Goretzka

= Dominic C. Guerrini; Kline & Specter, PC;
FPhiladelphia, PA, for Michael Goretzka,
Estate of Carrie Goretzka, JoAnn Goretzka

= Shanin Specter; Kline & Specter, PC; Phila-
delphia, PA, Tor Michasl Garetzka, Estata
of Carrie Goretzka, JoAnn Goretzka

Expert:

= Campbell Laird Ph.D.; Metallurgy; Phila-
delphia, PA called by: Shanin Specter, Kila
Baldwin, Dominic Guerrini

= John Dagenhart P.E.; Engineering; Raleigh,
MC called by: Shanin Specter, Kila Baldwin,
Daminic Guerrini

= Christopher Havlik; Endginearing; Westlakea,
OH called by: Shanin Specter, Kila Baldwin,
Daminic Guerrini

Defendant(s) Attorney:

* Elizabeth E. Deemer; Levicoff, Siiko &
Oeemer, B.LC,; Pittshurgh, P&, for Allegheny
Energy, Inc., Allegheny Power, West Penn
Power Company, First Energy Corporation

+ fyrum Levicoff; Levicoff, Silko & Deemer,
P.C.; Pittsburgh, PA, for Allegheny Energy,
Inc., Allegheny Powar, West Pann Power
Company, First Energy Corparation

= Melissa Walls; Levicoff, Silko & Deemer,
P.C.; Fittsburgh, P&, for Allegheny Energy,
Inc., Allegheny Power, West Penn Power
Company, First Energy Corporation

Expert:

+ Robert Hampton; Engineering; Atlanta,
GA called by Avrum Levicoff, Elizabeth
Dzemer, Melissa Walls

= Joseph Turek; Matallurgy; Elizabeth,
PA called by Avrum Levicoll, Elizabeth
Deemer, Melissa Walls

Insurer:

= AEGIS (primary, 55 milllon; excess, 535
million}

= Energy Insurance Mubual Limited (excess,
575 million}

Facts:

On June 2, 20093, plaintiff's decedent
Carria Goretzka, 39, was in her Irwin hama
with her family when they lost power. The
weather outside was clear skies. 5he, along

with her mother-in-law JoAnn Goretzka,
looked out of the window to see pine trees in
her hack yard on fire, Carrie could see that
the trees were an fire due to a fallen power
lime. The family claimed that this was not
the first time this power line fell. They say
it Tell in 2003 and 2004, causing fire. Carrie
dialed 211 on the hame phone, but due to
the lost power It dldn't work. Carrle ran into
the garage to get her cell phone, and then
ran outside to her side yard to get good
reception,

& 7200 volt power lime fell on her, and she
caught on fire. JoAnn ran out to the vard
and found Carrie entangled in the ling, but
JoAnn was shocked and Ehrawn back saveral
feet, injuring her hands.

Carrle's two daughters, Chloe and Carlie,

4 and 2, respectively, stood feet from the
downed power line watching their mother
being shocked and on fire, helpless to do
anything to stop it. Carrie was shochkad for
approvimately 20 minutes by the live wire,
until utility workers were able to shut off
power to the wire. S5he was taken to the hos-
pital, where she died thres days later.

Michael Goretzka, Carrlg’s husband,
individually and on behalf of her estate and

thelr daughters, sued Allegheny Power, Al-
legheny Energy, West Penn Power Company
and First Ensrgy Corp, JobAnn was also a
plaintiff. The complaint alleged that the de-
fendants were negligent and reckless in the
installation, maintenance, and inspection of
the line, and its connactions and splices,

The defendants sued Hubbell Power
Systems, Inc., Hubbell Inc. and Fargo Manu-
facturing Inc.,, the companies that manufac-
tured the cable splices used in the power
ling, alleging that they wers salely liable,

The additional defendants were dismissed
with prejudice by the judge. All of the direct
defendants, except for West Penn Power Cao.,
were dismissed by stipulation priar ta the
trial.

Michael testified that he had contacted
West Penn twice previously about power
lines falling in his back yard, catching his
lawn and trees an fire. He reportedly told
the company that he feared for the safety
of his family. Plaintiff's counsel argued that
West Penn failed to research and investigate
the past problams.

The plaintits allegaed that West Penn lailed
o properly trained their workers o properly
maintain the power lines, According ta fes-
timany from farmer workers, many workers
cleaned power lines with 2 knife or another
sharp implement before splicing them, if
they cleanmed them at all. &ccording ta the
plaintiff's expert engineer, the correct way
To clean the wire was with wire brushes, and
there was no evidence that they were used,
Fallure to clean the power lines made them
more lkely to rust, and then more likely to
overheat and fail. According to the plaintiff's
expert, this is why the live wire fell.

The plaintiffs” professional enginesr said
that the fusino used on the wire that fell
an Goratzka was inappropriate. The subject
wire had a 1006 fuse, which according to the
expert was an inappropriate fuse, The expert
opined that a &5t fuse would have heen
more appropriate,

The defense argued that the power lines
were properly maintained and their employ-

eps were praparly trained. The delense’s
expert metallurgic engineer testitied that
the power line In question showed slgns
of belng wire-brushed prior to installation,
but also said other pieces of the wire were
cleaned by ather implements, The defense's
expert research engineer opined on a study
performed in 2006, which repartedly shows
no improvement in performance and longew-
ity Tor wire=brushed power lines, challenging
the plaintit!s theory that a tailure to prop-
erly clean the wire caused it to fall and fall.
in closing arquiments, the defense main-
tained that Carrie went near the faulty
power lines, putting herself in harm's way
and causing her awn accident.

Imjury:

Once the power was disengaged from the
power ling, Carrie was taksn by ambulance
to a helicopter, where she was airlifted
to UPMC Hospital in Pittsburgh. Hear left
forearm was reportedly burned down ta the
bone, necessitating its amputation. Gore-
tzka died in the hospltal three days later.
Jodnn sustained hurns on her hands, She
went by ambulance to UPMC Mercy, and was
released that same day.

The family sought to recover for Carrie's
pain and sutfaring befora her death. Thay
dl=o sought her lost sarnings, far which
plaintitf's counsel asked for a range of 2.6
milllon ta 54.3 milllan,

Daughters Chloe and Carlie, who watched
their mother suffer on the ground, suffered
severe ematinonal trauma and psycholooi-
cal injury. They sufter from sleaplassness,
ansiety, depression and ather symplams.
Mo specific amounts were sought for these
damanges,

Verdict Information:

The jury rendered a plaintiff's verdict and
awarded %109 million. It is the largest award
in the history of Allegheny County.

Estate of Carrie Goretzka
261,000,000 Wrangful Death: Punitive
Exemplary Damages

S10,000,000 WrongTul Death: wrangful
death

JoAnn Goretzka

S1000,000 Persanal Injury: witnessing,
physical injuries

Michael Goretzka

4,000,000 Personal Injury: Chloe Goretzka
Tor witnessing

24,000,000 Personal Injury: Carlie Goretzka
Tor witnassing

229,000,000 Wrangful Death: Survival

Fost-Trial:
Dafense counsel repartedly plams ta file a
post-trial mation.

This report Is based on court documents
and on information that was provided by
plaintifis' counsel, Defense cownsel did nof
respond to the reporter’s phane calls,





