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Preston Plevretes was once a 6-2, 230-pound linebacker for La Salle 
University. 

These days, the 23-year-old can barely speak - he uses a computer 
laptop to communicate because of a brain injury suffered during a 
game - and he can walk only short distances accompanied by 
someone to steady him. 

Plevretes' parents, Tammy and Ted, take turns caring for their son in their Marlboro, N.J., home. 
He needs 24-hour care. 

Now Preston and his parents have some relief. La Salle University has agreed to pay $7.5 million 
to settle a lawsuit filed on behalf of Preston Plevretes, the former athlete's attorney, Shanin 
Specter, said yesterday. 

The family's lawsuit claimed that substandard testing and medical attention by La Salle's 
personnel were responsible for Plevretes' being cleared to play despite an earlier concussion, and 
that that decision led to his brain injury. 

The trial was to have begun yesterday in Philadelphia Common Pleas Court. 

"He's not getting the care he needs now," Specter said. "This money will allow his family to 
provide additional help." 

La Salle confirmed in a released statement that the lawsuit had been "amicably resolved." 

"Although we were prepared to defend our position, the University does not believe that it would 
serve any purpose to engage in further discussion about the matter," the statement said. 

"From the time of Preston's injury, the University community, led by those who know Preston 
and his family, have been hoping and praying for his recovery. That hasn't changed." 

Plevretes, then a 19-year-old sophomore, had been cleared to play on Nov. 5, 2005, against 
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh after suffering a concussion at practice a month earlier, 
Specter said. 

http://www.klinespecter.com/specter.html
http://www.klinespecter.com/specter.html
http://www.klinespecter.com/specter.html


The athlete suffered the initial concussion in practice during a helmet-to-helmet hit, yet was not 
referred to a doctor by the team or school personnel, Specter said. He suffered from headaches, 
dizziness and ear ringing over several days and finally returned home to Marlboro, where he was 
taken to a local emergency room. He was not cleared to play by the emergency-room doctor, but 
he was later deemed "symptom-free" by La Salle personnel. 

Plevretes was covering a punt when he was hit in the game against Duquesne, according to 
published reports at the time. He was unconscious for a few moments, then regained 
consciousness before collapsing to the ground and lapsing into a coma. 

The Plevreteses claimed that the extensive brain injury suffered by their son had been caused by 
Second Impact Syndrome. His being conscious between the hit and the lapse into a coma is 
considered a signature of the syndrome, the family claimed. 
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